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Tutored Tallwood grad
inspired to start service

Ey Sandra J. Pennecke
Correspordert

REMPSVILLE

B yraon Wilson cannot for-
et the man who men-

tored him. In fact, he's been

inspired to help others.

2000 gmduatc of Tall-
wood High School, Wilson
credits Bob Bobul ingki and
his Making a Difference
1F_?un.dm:i.ou for changing his

ife.

Bobulinski started the Vir-
ginia Beach-based nonprofit
in 1980, The volunteer-driven
foundation has worked with
mare than 59,000 students, of-
fering tutering, mentoring,
SAT preparation, college se-
lection assistance, Enﬁ]]ahaa
a second languclg'c GED, joh
and college application as-
sistance and a Hispanic out-
reach program.

Mowr, Wilsan is returning
the favor. He and twa paL‘t—
ners established ﬂg‘m%‘
Florida called FAST uc:‘l
itated Academic and Sports
Specific Training) Trak
Sports Group.

Wilson's program focus-
cs on student athletes inthe
seventh through 12th grades,
giving them tools they need
to succeed in college. Test-
ing, tutoring and Tt-specil-
ic%raining gre all?l?rl ospthc
Frograim.

“I've heard so many staries
and seen so many kids who
are talented, but didn't go
to college or amount to any-
thing,” said Wilsan. “Iwant
to help these kids understand
the value of an education.”

He's convinced none of this
would have happened without
Bobulinski.

Wilson first went to MADF
to u:n rove his BAT scores.

“They were a 930 in 10th
grade nnd my mother felt I
needed more help,” said Wil-
san, 25, who grew up in Briga-
doon and resides in Jackson-
ville, Fla., with his wife, Kim,
and their 21-month-old son,
Brn:.'

Wilsen played foathall and
haskethall, but made time for
MADF three times o week: far
ayear and a half.

“I was all for it,” he said, “1
enjoyed going, saw progress
and learned a lot.”

Bobulinski proudly recalls
‘Wilson's final SAT score.

“I made a deal with him if
he got a 1250 or higher, I'd
take him for rite. He got a
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“I've heard so many stories
and seen 50 many kids who are
talemeed.” said Byron wilsen,
't g0 v college or

&0 anything. | want to
help these kids understand e
value of an education.”

1220 and ordered the king
rack,” he said.

That score secured Wil-
son's admission to Penn State.
He later transferred to Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity and graduated in 2004
with a bachelor's degree in
sports management and busi-
NEES.

Throughout callege, Bob-
ulinski was never far from

Wilson's mind. Darrell Cason,

a 2000 Salem High gradu-
ate, worked an a class project
with Wilson their senior year
at ¥VCU to create a sports-re-
lated business plan.

“We both said, in the future
if we were successful, we'd
implement that plan into ac-
ton,” said Wilsan, who is part
owner of a mortgage compa-

ny.

InOctober, Wilson, Cason
and another partner, Jerri-
an Sanders, got on the FAST
Trak.

FRaon Wright of Jackson-

ville enrolled his son, R.J, 18,

aMeDonald's All-American
bazkethall player, in Wilson's
program.

“Byron has been a bless-
iug,"])c =nid. “RJ has seen o
difference in his academic
confidence level and is wait-
ing to see which four-year
university he'll attend.”

And Bobulinski? He's still
in the fray, committing to
monthly trips to Flarida to
provide SAT prepclasses for
Wilzon's FAST Trak students.

“It's alobor of love," he
said.
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However, sometimes your success plan need

TRY SMILING

vour image than tilored clothes, & designer watch or a new
hairstyle. An updated smile will incresse your seli confidence
and get you noticedd, Whiy let your smile holkd you back another
minuie! Schedule your private smile corsultation with Dr. Carol F.
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your car loan to State Farm Bank®

AND SAVE

Rehnance your car loan with Seare Parm Bank
ard you could save almose $100 on your monchly
payrnents.* See your local State Farm agent today

for more information.
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